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July 30 – August 1, 2026

The West Michigan Federal Court Association invites you to attend this year's educational seminar at the Park Place Hotel in Traverse City, Michigan, featuring:

· plenary and breakout sessions covering hot topics and recent developments in bankruptcy law
· expert consumer and commercial insolvency professionals, as well as 20 federal and state court judges



· networking opportunities at one of Northern Michigan's most exciting destinations                                                                                                                                        
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Thursday, July 30, 2026

4:00 – 6:00 pm	Registration
	
	Lobby
	Park Place Hotel
	Traverse City, Michigan

5:00 – 6:00 pm	First Timers Mixer with FCA Steering Committee Members and Judges (INVITATION ONLY)
	
	Park Place Hotel
	Traverse City, Michigan
	Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres

6:00 – 10:00 pm	11th Annual Dennis Chamberlain Friending Reception (ALL INVITED)
	
	Park Place Hotel
	Traverse City, Michigan
	Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres


Thursday, July 30, 2026 

Friday, July 31, 2026 (continued)



Friday, July 31, 2026


8:00 – 9:00 am	Breakfast with the Judges
			
Description:  Start your day not just with a pile of eggs and some hotel bacon, but also with some food for thought from our judges. This year, before the conference, we will ask registrants what they want to discuss with the judges over the steam tables while emcee Jon Moothart returns to the fray to guide the conversation with his unique style and wry observations. 

Emcees:		Hon. Hala Y. Jarbou
			U.S. District Court
			Western District of Michigan

Jon Moothart 
			Moothart & Sarafa  





Friday, July 31, 2026 



9:10 – 10:10 am 	BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session A.  Down on the Farm – Planting the Seeds for a Chapter 12 Practice 

Description:  The bucolic scenery of West Michigan’s orchards, vineyards, and beanfields disguises the harsh reality of economic stressors, both natural and manmade. Spirits are really down on the farm, as wars affect the cost of petroleum (and therefore fertilizer for crops and fuel for tractors), climate change brings extreme (and crop harming) weather, and tariffs make it difficult even to sell what the farmer manages to harvest. Chapter 12, a mysterious and underused chapter for many of us, will increasingly fill our dockets, so the time is ripe to learn from this panel of specialists who have toiled in the field of agricultural insolvency and are eager to share their cornucopia of knowledge with you. Maybe the next time a farmer calls you looking for help you will be ready, willing, and able to assist. 


Presenters:  	Hon. Daniel S. Opperman
			U.S. Bankruptcy Court
			Eastern District of Michigan

Hon. Sally J. Berens
U.S. District Court
Western District of Michigan

Liz Von Eitzen
			Warner Norcross + Judd

Laura Genovich
Foster Swift
Chapter 7 Trustee, Western District of Michigan

Mike Hanrahan
CBH Attorneys & Counselors
                                                   




Session B.  Chapter 13 Model Plan Changes: Don't Just Watch the Sausage Being Made! 
              
Description:  Come watch as we make the sausage and, if you’ve got the stomach for it, help us make it! We are long overdue for revising the Western District’s model chapter 13 plan, so we have asked our two trustees and their staff attorneys to come up with a recipe for chapter 13 success.  Saddle up to the model plan meat grinder, throw in a few ideas, and see what comes out the other end. Come share your thoughts and get a glimpse of what we’re cookin’ up for you and your chapter 13 clients. 

Presenters:		Hon. Scott W. Dales
			U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Western District of Michigan	

Beth Clark
			Chapter 13 Trustee
			Western District of Michigan

Kurt Steinke
Chapter 13 Trustee
			Western District of Michigan











Session C.  Red Light, Green Light at the Intersection of the Attorney-Client Relationship: Proceed With Caution Before Moving Forward With that New Client
			
Description:  It is important to obey the traffic signals on the road to Traverse City, but probably more important to keep an eye out when establishing a new attorney-client relationship. Difficult clients are one thing, and impossible clients, quite another, and you need to steer clear of the latter while making yourself available to assist the former. Our panelists will identify not just red and green lights for stopping and starting, but also strategies for the long-haul trip with disorganized, disoriented, dishonest, or just dismayed clients, touching on applicable ethics rules and commonsense tips along the way. This panel will help you stay within the lines on a long journey, or alert you to when it’s time to get off at the next exit ramp.

Presenters:		Hon. Jane M. Beckering
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Western District of Michigan

Jim Oppenhuizen 
Oppenhuizen Law Firm

Marty Rogalski
			Martin L. Rogalski
					


10:10 – 10:25 am	Break 







10:25 – 11:25 am 	BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session D.  Piggy Banks and High Net Worth Individuals and their Entities
			
Description: It is not uncommon for higher net worth business owners to operate their business through separate corporate entities, including limited liability companies, honoring the separation when it comes to their liability for corporate debts but ignoring the separation when it comes to income and assets.  In other words, too often the highflyer mistakes his or her corporation for a personal piggy bank or slush fund.  This attitude may be hard to shake when the formerly well-off find themselves in need of relief under Title 11, but shake off they must! This panel will offer experiences and tips for working with former fat cats and their related companies, including the ethics of joint representation, recognition of fiduciary duties, use or misuse of trusts (revocable or otherwise), and general unscrambling of the eggs these clients sometimes lay.
 
			Presenters:		Hon. Joel D. Applebaum
U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Eastern District of Michigan

Michelle Bass
Wolfson Bolton Kochis

						Brendan Best
						Varnum









Session E.  Entirely Entireties

Description:  The tenancy by the entireties is a well-recognized but poorly understood legal fiction and form of concurrent ownership, mostly for real property, but also for some forms of personal property in Michigan.  Two current law clerks, a seasoned consumer lawyer, and one retired bankruptcy judge who spilled much ink on the issue, will lead a discussion about the history and current approaches to entireties property, including creating, severing, exempting, and distributing it through another well-recognized but poorly understood legal fiction: the bankruptcy estate.  Whether you are looking to get clarity on the issue or just seeking to make your head spin, this panel is for you.  

			Presenters:		Hon. Jeffrey R. Hughes (Ret.)
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Western District of Michigan

						Charles Pavelec
						United States Bankruptcy Court
						Western District of Michigan
						
						Katherine M. Osborn
						United States Bankruptcy Court
						Western District of Michigan
			
						Charissa Potts
						Freedom Law









Session F.  You be the Judge
			
Description:  Our own Frick and Frack comedy duo (Rayman and Lerner) reunite this year after a brief hiatus to amuse and educate you, and occasionally mock the “art” of judging, all while skating on very thin ice. Join them for an improvisational (and perhaps insightful) discussion which will challenge you to decide what you would do if you were the judge on a host of thorny (and probably corny) issues, both consumer and commercial. This dynamic duo and their dastardly dad jokes are back by popular demand, so whether you represent debtors, creditors, or trustees, or are just looking for a laugh, you won’t want to miss this one.  

			Presenters:		Hon. Christopher Yates
						Michigan Court of Appeals
						State of Michigan

David Lerner
						Plunkett Cooney

Steve Rayman
						Rayman & Knight



11:30 am – 11:45 am 

			AWARDS AND ANNOUCEMENTS 



11:45 am – 12:45 pm 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS – Shark Tank Presentation

[bookmark: _Int_8DbJAvIe]Description:  Professional courtesy usually leads sharks to refrain from biting lawyers, but not during this seminar's rip-off of television's "Shark Tank" program.  We have asked several enterprising lawyers to chum a few ethical dilemmas into the waters where a shiver of judicial sharks may or may not bite at what the lawyers toss at them. This program promises as much to entertain as educate as your favorite bloodthirsty judges nibble around the edges of some fleshy ethical problems.  

		Presenters:			Hon. James W. Boyd 
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Western District of Michigan 

						Hon. Scott W. Dales 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
Western District of Michigan

Hon. Robert J. Jonker
U.S. District Court
Western District of Michigan				

April Hulst
 						CBH Attorneys & Counselors
						Chapter 7 Trustee, Western District of Michigan

						Emily Gudwer
						CBH Attorneys & Counselors

	



1:15 – 5:00 pm	Wine Tour (for those who purchase tickets)


4:30 – 6:00 pm	Speaker/Sponsor Reception (INVITATION ONLY)
			

6:00 – 8:00 pm	Picnic Dinner (for those who purchase tickets)
			



Saturday, August 1, 2026               


8:00 – 9:00 am	ECONOMIC OUTLOOK – THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY'S LEADING ECONOMIST SHARES HIS THOUGHTS 

Let's face it – the economy has taken some hits over the last few years, from COVID and tariffs to jittery markets and stubborn inflation. None of this happens in a vacuum, and as bankruptcy lawyers we are always ready to Hoover-up the mess.  We have invited Dr. William Rule, Senior Economist in the Judicial Services Office of the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts, to share his thoughts about what we might expect from the economy in the coming months and what it all may mean for clients and prospective clients.

Emcee:		Hon. Raymond S. Kent
			U.S. District Court
			Western District of Michigan

Speaker:		Dr. William Rule
			Senior Economist
			Judicial Services Office of the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts

Saturday, August 1, 2026
Saturday, August 1, 2026 (continued)
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9:05 – 10:05 am	BREAKOUT SESSIONS

												
Session G.  Subchapter V Updates

Description: Sub V chapter 11 cases move almost as quickly as new developments in Sub V case law.  Without the absolute priority rule, a creditors committee, and disclosure statements, creditors must look for other levers to pull as they navigate through this fast-paced proceeding. Join this accomplished panel of practitioners who will bring you up to speed on this dynamic and important area of bankruptcy law.

			Presenters: 		Hon. John T. Gregg
U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Western District of Michigan

Kim Clayson
						Taft

Elliot Crowder
Stevenson & Bullock







Session H.  Merchant Cash Advances: What Do We Have Here?
			
Description: Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, they say, so how you feel about the merchant cash advance (MCA) industry almost certainly depends on where you sit and your point of view.  Is the MCA financier the Grim Reaper or a Lifeguard for a struggling business? Is the financier even a secured creditor or something else? Does the MCA advance create a loan, an executory contract, a security interest, a springing ownership interest, or (again) something else?  We have assembled a panel from both sides of the debate and the state to help us understand the bankruptcy treatment of this shape-shifting creature, including recharacterization and implications for cash collateral under Section 363, executory contracts under Section 365, non-dischargeability under Section 523, and after-acquired property rights under Section 552. Brace yourself for the arcana of Article 9 and the morphing of MCAs in bankruptcy.

			Presenters:		Hon. Lisa S. Gretchko
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Eastern District of Michigan

						Hon. Phillip J. Green
						U.S. District Court
						Western District of Michigan
					
Nicholas Laue
						Keller & Almassian
[bookmark: _Hlk164713113]
						Leo Foley, Jr. 
						Flint Bankruptcy Law Office of George E. Jacobs & Associates

						Trent Huskey
Varnum




Session I.  Strategic Abandonment and Disposition
			
Description:  Whether or for how long certain types of property remain within the bankruptcy estate can mean the difference between realizing a debtor’s dream of a fresh start or subjecting the debtor to an unwelcome nightmare.  Just because your client exempts her residence, for example, doesn’t mean she is free to sell or refinance it.  What do you say to a client whose property the trustee decides to administer in the second year of a chapter 7 case, after the value has appreciated and the client has reaffirmed the mortgage?  How can you simplify the client’s operation of a non-debtor limited liability company whose ambiguously-held property or consigned property is arguably within the court’s in rem jurisdiction? Well-timed abandonment under Section 554 (or disposition under Section 725), when strategically employed, can make all the difference in whether your client thanks or curses you at the end of the case.

			Presenters:		Hon. Maria L. Oxholm
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Eastern District of Michigan

Alex Barry-Santoro
						Maxwell Dunn Law

						Allison Greenlee Korr
						Greenlee Law
						Chapter 7 Trustee, Western District of Michigan



10:05 – 10:20 am 	Break






10:20 – 11:20 am	BREAK OUT SESSIONS


Session J.  Consent in Bankruptcy

Description:  Is it true when you say nothing, you really mean “yes”? The concept of “consent” (express or implied) runs throughout our bankruptcy practice and the Bankruptcy Code, from the most basic use of the “notice and opportunity to object” settlement motions, to the Section 363(f) free and clear sales and “consensual plans,” to the more esoteric third-party releases of complex chapter 11 reorganizations.  Our panelists will consider the theory and practice of consent and the role it plays in bankruptcy. 

			Presenters:		Hon. Paul R. Hage
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Eastern District of Michigan

Jason Bank
Kerr Russell

Nicholas Langenberg
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
						Western District of Michigan







Session K.  Debtor Eligibility Issues: Sailing on a Sea of Doubt
			
Description:  You may need a drink before coming aboard, so hydrate liberally if you plan to set sail with this panel.  The mind-numbing concepts of “noncontingent,” “liquidated,” and even “secured” that this panel will explore can make your bed, if not your head, spin like a top. As Congress considers changing a debtor’s eligibility for relief under Subchapter V and Chapter 13, and as the courts and practitioners struggle to apply sometimes hazy and overlapping concepts often quickly at the beginning of a case, the time is ripe for a panel to bring some order to the chaos of eligibility. Ahoy matees! Grab some grog before sailing the confusing but oh-so-important seas swirling around eligibility under Sections 101(51D) and 109(e).

			Presenters:		Hon. John P. Gustafson
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Northern District of Ohio

Sara LaSata
Keller & Almassian

						Ron Spinner
						Miller Canfield

						

 







Session L.  Preserving Value in a Business Liquidation: Case Study for an Operating Chapter 7 from Da UP
			
Description:  The lower peninsula, it turns out, does not have a lock on insolvency innovation. Come hear the rare but inspiring tale of a successfully operating chapter 7 liquidation from da U.P. The dashing and daring chapter 7 trustee, his open-minded and determined counsel, together with the debtor’s inventive lawyer will relate their harrowing tale of cooperation, creativity, patience, and eventual success in preserving going-concern value (and a surplus for the debtor!) while running a commercial rail-linked warehouse and a separate large game ranch through an operating chapter 7 proceeding under Section 721. This is not a panel for the faint of heart, but if it opens eyes and minds, attending will be well-worth the risk for anyone hoping to maximize value, in the right circumstances, from a business facing liquidation. 

			Presenters:		Hon. James W. Boyd 
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Western District of Michigan 

Todd Almassian
Keller & Almassian

						Darrell Dettmann
[bookmark: _Hlk190338357]						Chapter 7 Trustee, Western District of Michigan

						Matt Thiede
						Distel Thiede Advisory Services



11:25 am – 12:30 pm 

CASE LAW UPDATE (PLENARY)

Description:  Who needs to actually read the developing caselaw, when you can have Tom DeCarlo, Laura Genovich, and two solid bankruptcy judges do it for you! Not only will they read them, they will tell you what they mean in practical terms and offer the occasionally amusing but always insightful remarks, putting the new cases in a helpful context.  Spend an hour with these scholar-experts and you may never have to read a case again! 

			Presenters:		Hon. James W. Boyd 
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Western District of Michigan 

						Hon. Alan M. Koschik
						U.S. Bankruptcy Court
						Northern District of Ohio

Hon. Maarten Vermaat
						U.S. District Court
						Western District of Michigan
	
Thomas D. DeCarlo
John A. Steinberger & Associates

Laura J. Genovich
						Foster Swift 
						Chapter 7 Trustee, Western District of Michigan

		


Seminar Co-chairs:
Lisa A. Hall 	Elisabeth M. Von Eitzen 	
Plunkett Cooney	Warner Norcross + Judd 

Education Committee
Hon. Scott W. Dales
U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Western District of Michigan

Hon. James W. Boyd	
U.S. Bankruptcy Court	
Western District of Michigan

Committee Captain:
Michael P. Hanrahan 
CBH Attorneys & Counselors		

Consumer Committee:
Michelle Bass 	Elizabeth T. Clark	Michael P. Hanrahan
Wolfson Bolton Kochis 	Chapter 13 Trustee	CBH Attorneys & Counselors
	
Commercial Committee:
A. Todd Almassian	Paul R. Hage	
Keller & Almassian	U.S. Bankruptcy Court 	
						Eastern District of Michigan


Seminar Committee Members
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